The amount of mental labour involved in calculating the average age of a group of animals born at different times can be quite time-consuming and, where this is done on a large scale as a routine operation, errors are bound to occur.
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Thus, for example, productivity of an individual animal is often recorded as output (say, numbers weaned) per unit of time, requiring the calculation of the total length of time that an animal has been mated. How long was the productive life of an animal mated on 7 Jan 68 and culled on 28 Jun 68? The calculation involves the following: 31-7+29+31 +30+31-1-28= 173 days.
The amount of arithmetic can be reduced by converting the two dates to the day of the year, thus: 7 Jan 68=7th day of 1968, and 28 Jun 68= 180th day of 1968, therefore, the time involved= 180-7 = 173 days, but this involves the use of a special conversion table.
Since I January 1967 all dates on animal records kept at the Laboratory Animals Centre have been kept directly in terms of day of the year. Experience has shown that animal technicians involved in recording the dates have no difficulty in remembering the day of the year, though day/date conversion tables are freely available in all the animal rooms. It is now extremely easy to work out the age of an animal in days, and we have found that in practice it is seldom necessary to convert the day of the year back to the date, except when quoting the date of birth to outside customers. An additional advantage is that the day of the year is generally quicker to write, takes less space and is easier to read than the date. 
